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Cream of the News 


Milk production in Wisconsin during August was 
up 3 percent from a year ago and the first time in 19 
months that production was higher than the previous 
year. 

Prices received for Wisconsin farm products as of 
mid-August were down 2 percent from a month earlier 
and well below the record highs of August 1973. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin during July 
was 12 percent above a year ago as an increase in 
beef output offset lower pork supplies. 

Wholesale prices of dairy products increased 
from July to August but the cheddar cheese price for 
40 pound blocks was below a year earlier for the first 
time since November 1971. 

The Nation’s butter production during July was 
16 percent greater than in July 1973 while cheese 
production showed a gain of 6 percent. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in 
August continued to decline but at a slower rate than 
in recent months. 

Cheese stocks in cold storage in the Nation at 
the end of August were 41 percent above a year ago 
and the highest for that date since 1955. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market 
increased during August for the third consecutive 
month. 

Hard frosts in September caused extensive dam- 
age to Wisconsin crops before they were mature or 
completely harvested. 

The Nation's cold storage stocks of meat at the 
end of August were above a year earlier for the tenth 
consecutive month. 

Fed steer prices at St. Paul increased from July 
to August but prices for utility cows were lower as 
were feeder steer prices at Kansas City. 

Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation on 
August 31 were above the previous year for the first 
time since March 1973. 
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MILK PRODUCTION FINALLY 
ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Production of milk on Wisconsin farms during August 
totaled 1,502 million pounds, up 3 percent from a year ago. 
This was the first time in nineteen months that Wisconsin’s 
milk production exceeded a year earlier. Output of milk in 
the State from January through August of this year was 2 
percent under that period last year. Production per cow in 
August averaged 840 pounds, a gain of 30 pounds from 
August 1973. Milk production declined seasonably 6 percent 
from July to August compared with a 9 percent drop in those 
months last year. 

Pasture feed conditions as of September 1 averaged 73 
percent of normal in Wisconsin. This was slightly above a 
year ago but the same as the average for 1963-72. Hot, dry 
weather in July deteriorated pastures considerably. Although 
August rainfall was above normal in all but the east central 
district, more rain is needed to improve fall grazing. 


Milk Production 






Change from 
last year 


August i Jan.-Aug. 







Selected States 












Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin ... 1,462 1,502 12,767 ame aC) — 2 
Minnesota .. . 672 663 6,740 —- 1 NsiGe 
LOW Ie mibsiseh ene 342 308 2,558 — 10 —11 
New York 743 788 6,764 Ga) neice 
Pennsylvania . . 546 566 4,600 + 4 ed 
California ... 914 956 7,159 o°5 te 3 
Other states . . 4,787 4,797 38,346 Rc: — 2 
United States . 9,466 9,580 78,934 it val =.2 





The Nation’s milk production during August totaled 
9,580 million pounds, up 1 percent from a year earlier. Pro- 
duction per cow averaged 860 pounds, a gain of 3 percent 
from August 1973. The milk-feed price ratio for August was 
1.10, down 13 percent from the previous year and the lowest 
August ratio since 1947. Milk prices were up from a year ago 
in all areas but not nearly enough to offset sharp increases in 
the value of rations fed milk cows. 
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MILK PRODUCTION ,By Months 
Wisconsin ,I973 & 1974 





MILK PRICES 
DOWN SLIGHTLY 


Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers continued to 
decline during August but at a slower rate than in past 
months. Wisconsin dairymen are expected to receive an 
average of $6.74 a hundredweight for all milk of average test 
sold in August. This would be 2 cents under July but the 
same as August 1973. Since reaching a peak in March of this 
year, milk prices in Wisconsin have declined by nearly $2.00 
a hundredweight. 


Milk Prices 1/ 






July August 





June 1974 
































Selected States it pedis ehh fetid 
Average | Price 1973 1974 TENS.) Wee ss 
test per cwt. change | Cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
WISCONSIN, see ees 3.66 6.94 6.17 6.76 +10 6.74 
Minnesota..... 3553 6.60 5.86 6.47 sp 1) 6.55 
LOWS" Eades tes ote fe | 6.74 6.04 6.59 ne ott) 6.65 
New York, cco cess 3.52 7.40 6.92 7.70 al Wal 8.00 
California ve -oaems 3.42 8.00 5.92 7.95 + 34 8.05 
United States ... REIS) 7.65 6.57 Ceewl eae, 7.62 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk... . 3.66 7.28 6.29 7.05 +42 xo 
Manufacturing milk} 3.67 6.50 6.01 6.38 ap Xxx 
Creameries’ = 2). ~ 3.63 6.54 6.01 6.46 ad XXX 
Cheese factories . 3.68 6.50 6.01 6.37 6 XXX 
Varied prod. plants| 3.65 6.51 6.04 6.42 + 6 XXX 








1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 





Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 












July 
1974 2/ 


Change from 
last year 





Utilization 





Dollars per cwt. Percent 

Milk foralliuses’.)2, -ao cis peoteee ere 6.03 6.64 6.57 + 9 
Market: milkiy.0 29. 07s ce eee: eee 6.17 6.96 6.89 pte, 
Manufacturing milk). .s). Gene eee 5.86 6.20 6.17 cal B 

Creamveriéste ic. -, 1) setae ne 5.88 6.31 6.31 si gf 

American cheese plants ..... 5.85 6.16 6.12 tS 

Varied products plants...... 5.88 6.24 6.26 ae (8) 
Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 6.32 eX) 7.06 + 12 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 


The July average milk price of $6.76 a hundredweight 
was 18 cents below June but 59 cents higher than a year 
earlier. Milkfat content for July averaged 3.60 percent, the 
same as in July 1973. 

Producers for the Grade A market received an average 
of $7.05 a hundredweight for July, down 23 cents from June 
but 76 cents more than the previous year. Manufacturing 
grade milk averaged $6.38 a hundredweight in July, a decline 
of 12 cents from June but 37 cents above July 1973. The 
spread between market and manufacturing grade milk was 
67 cents in July compared with 28 cents a year ago. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION TO BE 
WELL ABOVE AUGUST 1973 


Weekly estimates of butter production for August in- 
dicate a substantial increase for Wisconsin and the Nation 
compared with a year ago. National output of butter during 
August could be nearly a third higher than last year after 
showing a 16 percent gain in July. However, butter produc- 
tion in the Nation from January through July was 5 percent 
below that period in 1973. 

Churnings of butter in Wisconsin creameries during 
August will be considerably above a year earlier. July’s butter 
output was up 24 percent but production in the first seven 
months of 1974 showed little change from that period last 
year. 

According to weekly estimates, production of American 
cheese during August could be up 6 percent in the Nation 
compared with a year ago. Production during January through 
July was 16 percent higher than in those months of 1973. 
Wisconsin’s output of American cheese may show little 
change from August last year after increasing 9 percent in 
the first seven months of this year. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 























Butter American Cheese 
; United States isconsin United States isconsin 
Periods 
; Change | Change A Change | Change 
Production 8 8 
1974 from last | from last apes from last | from last 
year year year year 
1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 lbs. | Percent | Percent 
JULye Se eeees 78,366 + 16 + 24 164,915 Alias} + 14 
Jan.-July .. 585,045 — § ne: 1,199,906 +16 eke 
Weeks ending 
Aug. 8.. 16,170 +25 + 48 34,300 ar a! 2 
Aug. 15. . 16,900 #°29 +45 33,700 steered, eS) 
ANE 2 2a 17,200 38 + 60 32,200 ae — 1 
Aug. 29. . 16,500 30) +19 30,500 2 ae - 3 
Total wa 66,770 AeSadl KOCK 130,700 oo: XXX 
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AUGUST CHEESE STOCKS 
HIGHEST SINCE 1955 


Stocks of cheese in cold storage in the Nation at the end 
of August totaled almost 557 million pounds, up 41 percent 
from a year ago and the highest for that date since 1955. 
American cheese stocks were 50 percent greater than on 
August 31, 1973. Although stocks of Swiss cheese in cold 
storage were down 10 percent, supplies of all other cheese 
were up 3 percent. 

The Nation’s butter stocks of 121 million pounds at 
the end of August were 7 percent more than a year ago. 
This was the first time since March 1973 that butter stocks 
were higher than the previous year. However, cold storage 
stocks of butter held by the Government amounted to only 
31 million pounds or 57 percent below August 31, 1973. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 









































Change 
; August 31, | August 31, | August 31, 

Commodity 1972 1973 1974 from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Butter P00 = veer eae ren 198,406 113,194 121,300 a eoel 
Cheese, American ..... 341,935 320,638 481,338 + 50 
G@heeseaS wisswe. eee 8,500 15,404 13,885 — 10 
Cheese; all otherw.).. 2 « 59,269 59,494 61,556 ae 8) 
Cheese*stotal ver sean een. 409,704 395,536 556,779 + 41 
WISCONSIN 
Bupterge are cscs saoee 9,877 8,865 3,892 — 56 
Cheese; American .”.. 1.0: 208,096 197,584 268,167 + 36 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS * 

BUtCetrrstre cess ePtuauts wees: 173,800 71,650 31,088 — 57 
Cheese, American... .. 208 643 898 + 40 








*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 


‘ 


Change 









Commodity from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Drrediwhole milkya ca 7,144 9,602 14,260 +49 
Dried skim milk . 2 og.) 05. 33 108,964 102,653 192,829 + 88 
Dried buttermilk oo sc. : : 5,192 5,670 10,581 + 87 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 145,566 133,640 156,474 et Mg / 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


JULY BUTTER OUTPUT 
UP CONSIDERABLY 


Butter production in the Nation during July was 16 per- 
cent above a year ago as the major producing states except 
Iowa and Minnesota were up. Wisconsin creameries made 
over 16 million pounds of butter during July, an increase of 
24 percent from last year. Minnesota’s butter production for 
July was down 7 percent from a year earlier and Iowa showed 
a decline of 18 percent. However, all other states increased 
their July butter output by 30 percent from a year ago. 

Cheese production in the Nation during July was up 6 
percent from the previous year. Output of American cheese 
increased 8 percent from July 1973 and production of Brick 
and Muenster was up 15 percent. Both Swiss and Italian 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 







Change from 
last year 


July |Jan.-July 









Jan.-July 


Item and area 1974 











1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WISCONSIN: ©.4 seotknaehions 13,088 16,250 121,570 + 24 Tis 'G; 
Minnesota’ (os; Ses sts VSe2 a7. 17,000 146,020 -— 7 —- 2 
ROMO UN Eis o> alam een cok ts 4,855 4,000 25,860 —18 — 41 
Othenistates) {see ae © 31,523 41,116 291,595 + 30 —- 4 
Wnited States. ene: 67,743 78,366 585,045 tO —- § 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsin ... Sc. sees 64,755 67,100 494,420 +h, 4 ate 9) 
MannesOta =. ace seu. 21,146 21,000 167,530 = | me gt Wie) 
Missourit?., 2 tos tenes 7,374 6,200 54,645 — 16 22) 
Other states .,5... 60,132 70,615 483,311 $7 + 22 
United|States: .0.04 0... 153,407 164,915 1,199,906 a +6 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS. cue kicks sees 15,064 15,820 109,175 Same re) 
Brick and Muenster. . 5,539 6,375 41,594 a= TES) — 2 
Ttalian: Votye) pales es. rene 46,063 48,306 348,991 + 5§ +3, $4. 
Allotheroi sucda ats 16,290 15,400 116,135 — § n. c. 
MOCAL Meares ie de 82,956 85,901 615,895 + 4 + 3 
ALL CHEESE 
Wnited:Statesu.a- sir. 236,363 250,816 1,815,801 *5- 6 + it 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Level Wi Bre. boat 65,814 58,898 409,863 —11 — 14 
Creamedi2/in. -an2) 83,097 75,774 517,944 - 9 —13 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsinigemse a. ois 1,694 1,850 VOR2 > coer a) bam tt 
LLlinOisiiee epee wes) vali: 4,580 4,500 27,260 — 2 Stee | 
TOWS 255. wadeden oir ie 889 870 5,090 — 2 + 4 
Michigan csc cy cue: ye 3,429 apa h Uhl 21,955 + 8 + 6 
IMinneSOta mace) peu 3,156 2,670 16,255 — 15 — 12 
Other statesia..-)s1 a 64,825 65,364 384,664 ed apie | 
United States... 222% 78,573 78,965 465,349 Npee + 4 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


cheese had production gains of 5 percent from July last year 
but all other varieties were down 5 percent. 

Wisconsin dairy plants made 67 million pounds of 
American cheese in July, an increase of 4 percent from July 
1973. Output of American cheese in Minnesota was down 
1 percent from July a year ago. Missouri had a drop of 16 
percent in American cheese production compared with July 
last year but other states were up 17 percent. 

Production of cottage cheese curd in the Nation during 
July was 11 percent below a year earlier while creamed 
cottage cheese output was down 9 percent. Ice cream pro- 
duction for the Nation in July showed little change from 
last year. 


FINAL 1973 MILK PRICES 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold 
in 1973 averaged $6.71 a hundredweight, up $1.17 from 
1972. This was the largest year to year increase ever for 
milk prices and was the 10th consecutive year that milk 
prices in Wisconsin have increased. Monthly. milk prices were 
higher than a year earlier throughout 1973. Prices increased 
only 10 cents in the first half of 1973 but then rose sharply 
in the second half. By the end of the year the all milk price 
averaged $8.53 a hundredweight, up $2.54 from a year 
earlier. Milkfat content averaged 3.71 percent for 1973 


~ compared with 3.73 percent in 1972. 
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Wisconsin Milk Price and Test Summary, 1973 








































































All uses Market milk ee eee Moaienatlcehite ty Creameries 
Month 7 3 E 

Price Test Price Test Price Price Test Price Test 

$ per cwt. % $ per cwt. % $ per cwt. % $ per cwt. % $ per cwt. % 

FJanuarys Vereen 5.96 S377 3.07 5.79 3.76 5.79 3.76 5.74 3.76 5.81 3.75 
February i. eros $.97 STS 6.10 3473) 5.78 3.72 5.79 aie ele Sik 5.81 3.69 
March: #3 holies. cconseee 6.03 3.70 6.14 Sark 5.87 3.69 5.87 3.70 5.83 3.70 5.88 3.68 
April Site i tirana erie: 6.06 3.70 6.17 Sold 5.91 3.69 5.91 3.69 5.91 3.70 5.93 3.69 
Mays i epies elita siesta wiley 6.08 3.68 6.20 3.68 5.93 3.69 5.93 3.68 5.92 3.69 5.94 3.67 
JURE MSCS aa ben eel pe aesais 6.09 3.64 6.22 3.63 5.93 3.65 5.93 3.65 5.94 3.66 5.94 3.63 
July (7 27a ee eee ae wer 6.27 3.58 6.29 3:57 6.01 3.59 6.01 3.59 6.04 3.59 6.01 3o57 
Avgust ics steams, ora oeene 6.74 3.59 6.86 3.58 6.58 3.61 6.57 3.61 6.59 3.61 6.63 3.59 
Septemberv.¢ ;). hee 7.48 3.70 7.61 3.70 7.30 3e71 7.30 3.71 1/33 3.70 7.33 3.69 
October: S822 sip icee eee 8.00 3.81 8.13 3.81 7.81 3.81 7.82 3.81 tah 3.81 7.76 3.81 
November’ .32)ours soe o. 8.29 3.86 8.38 3.87 8.16 3.85 8.16 3.85 8.12 3.85 8.14 3.87 
December; seit ieree he 8.53 3.83 8.65 3.84 8.35 3.82 8.35 3.82 8.35 3.82 8.32 3.81 
Annuals acetone son 6.71 3.71 6.85 S72 6252 S71 6.52 3.71 6.54 3.71 6.53 3.70 








Grade A milk prices averaged $6.85 a hundredweight 
for 1973, an increase of $1.16 from the previous year. Manu- 
facturing grade milk prices, at $6.52 a hundredweight for 
1973, were $1.18 higher than in 1972. Cheese factories 
showed less of an increase in prices paid for milk from 1972 
to 1973 than did creameries or plants making a variety of 
dairy products. 


WHOLESALE DAIRY 
PRICES HIGHER 


Wholesale prices of dairy products increased from July 
to August. The 92-score butter price at the New York market 
averaged 68.88 cents a pound during August, up about 6% 
cents from the previous month. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks 
averaged around 72% cents a pound at Wisconsin primary 
markets in August, a gain of more than 1 cent from July but 
nearly 2% cents below last year. This was the first month 
since November 1971 that wholesale prices of cheddar cheese 
were under a year earlier. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged 95.55 
cents a pound for August, an increase of almost 3 cents from 
July and more than 13 cents above August 1973. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 
















July August 


Commodity 








1974 1974 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound... 2/ 62.11¢ 68.88¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 3/ .. . 74.69¢ 71.16¢ 72.49¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block#pound)3/ -oate Jt eecusny eee 82.20¢ 92.75¢ 95.55¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range. ..... 

Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
Area POUNCE Myce te Ghee eRe ireecma 


$9.33-10.51 $11.30-12.47 $ ———— 


47.96¢ 56.52¢ 57.05¢ 


1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Not available. 3/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin 
assembly points. 





AUGUST FARM PRICES 
WELL BELOW YEAR AGO 


Prices received for Wisconsin farm products as of mid- 
August were well below the record highs achieved for many 
items in August 1973. At 456 percent of the 1910-14 base, 
the index of prices received was 83 points (15 percent) under 
August 15 last year. The index declined 8 points (2 percent) 
from a month earlier due to lower prices for milk and some 
livestock. 


Milk cows for herd replacements averaged $555.00 each 
as of mid-August, down $20.00 from July and $35.00 less 
than a year ago. Veal calves averaged $38.00 a hundred- 
weight in August, a decline of 70 cents from the previous 
month and just slightly over half the price for August 1973. 

Steers and heifers averaged $32.80 a hundredweight as 
of August 15, a gain of 50 cents from July but $17.20 below 
last year. Slaughter cows, at $24.50 a hundredweight in Au- 
gust, were also 50 cents higher than July but $13.50 under 
a year earlier. 

Hog prices increased to $35.10 a hundredweight in 
August, up $3.30 from the previous month but $19.30 
lower than the peak reached in August 1973. Sheep averaged 
$7.40 a hundredweight for August, down $1.60 from July 
and $3.10 below a year ago. Lambs, at $38.50 a hundred- 
weight in mid-August, were 70 cents less than a month 
earlier and $4.50 under August 1973. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 






















“ August 15, | August 15, August 15, 
eT 1972 1973 1974 
Dollars 
Milk cows ..... 470.00 590.00 575.00 §55.00 
Steers and heifers . 33.50 50.00 32.30 32.80 
COWS Teco alee oe 26.20 38.00 24.00 24.50 
Calvesayccier apenas 49.50 74.00 38.70 38.00 
Hogs a 5a eee 28.00 54.40 31.80 35.10 
Sheepi peut ear 6.50 10.50 9.00 7.40 
Lambs snus coane eats 28.70 43.00 39.20 38.50 
Chickens 1/ .075 .180 -095 -105 
Turkeysmecs-anees .220 .370 .240 .270 
BSgS focus onetime -230 -650 -344 .350 
GOrne san eae aR 1:15 2E37, 3.05 3.40 
Wheat 32) 4 nao 1.49 4.00 3.89 3.91 
Oats Snr es eee ca 1.05 1.42 1.47 
SOY OeanS a) wee 3235) 9.00 6.05 7.10 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 26.00 28.50 29.00 30.00 





1/Excludes broilers. 


Egg prices increased in August for the first time since 
January of this year. Eggs averaged 35 cents a dozen as of 
August 15, a gain of about % cent from July but 30 cents 
below last year. Turkeys increased 3 cents from July to 
August but at 27 cents a pound liveweight in mid-August 
were 10 cents lower than a year earlier. 

Crop prices showed strength from July to August. Corn 
averaged a record high of $3.40 a bushel in mid-August, up 
35 cents from a month earlier and $1.03 above August 1973. 
Soybeans, at $7.10 a bushel in August, were $1.05 more 
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than in July but $1.90 below a year ago. 

Oats increased to $1.47 a bushel in August, up 5 cents 
from the previous month and 42 cents higher than last year. 
Wheat averaged $3.91 a bushel as of August 15, a gain of 2 
cents from July but 9 cents under August 1973. 

Baled alfalfa hay averaged a record high of $30.00 a ton 
for mid-August, an increase of $1.00 from a month earlier 
and $1.50 above a year ago. 

RED MEAT 
PRODUCTION UP 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during July totaled over 103 million 
pounds, an increase of 12 percent from a year ago. Although 
output of pork was down 3 percent, beef production was 24 
percent greater than in July 1973. 

Cattle slaughter for July amounted to 111,000 head, 
up 21,000 from last year. Average liveweight of cattle butch- 
ered in July was 1,093 pounds, a gain of 6 pounds from a 
year ago. 

The July hog kill of 244,000 was 15,000 lower than the 
previous year. Average liveweight of hogs in July was 245 
pounds, 6 pounds heavier than in July 1973. 

July’s calf slaughter of 23,500 was 9,200 more than a 
year ago and the highest for that month since 1968. Calves 
averaged 148 pounds liveweight for July considerably below 
the 198 pound average in July 1973. The 400 sheep and 
lambs butchered in July were 100 more than a year earlier. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 








Number Liveweight 





















Area July Change July 
from 
1973 1974 | tast year 1973 1974 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 
Cattle 
Wisconsin (yar 2. 90.0 111.0 3 Ps! 97.8 M2123: 


United States 1/ ..| 2,691.7 3,105.4 Te SF 2,812.4 33228.3 
Calves 

WiSCONSIN Gwent ey ses ie 14.3 2325 + 64 2.8 355: 

United States 1/ .. 153.8 214.7 + 40 42.1 57.6 
Hogs 

‘Wisconsin frei serie 259.0 244.0 — 6 61.9 59.8 

United States 1/ .. | 5,327.9 6,098.4 + 14 1,302.6 1,501.7 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin <0: 0.5... 3 4 ae Sie) .029 .040 

United States 1/ .. 834.7 736.8 —12 87.8 aes 





1/Excludes Alaska. 


PORK AND BEEF STOCKS 
WELL ABOVE LAST YEAR 


The Nation’s cold storage stocks of meat at the end of 
August were well above a year earlier. This was the tenth 
consecutive month that meat stocks were above the previous 
op Year: 

There were over 382 million pounds of beef in cold 
storage on August 31, up 51 percent from that date in 1973. 
Beef stocks declined by 20 million pounds during August but 
were 129 million pounds higher than a year ago. 

Pork stocks in cold storage at the end of August amount- 
ed to 257 million pounds, an increase of 44 percent from 
last year. Supplies of pork in storage declined by nearly 35 
million pounds during August but were 78 million pounds 
above August 31, 1973. Pork bellies, at 21 million pounds in 
cold storage, were more than double a year earlier. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 








Change 
Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
LO ZEM! bei.) ot) eae eR at! Zs 272,024 244,674 388,748 369,279 + St 
In cure andcured ..... 11,613 8,905 13,778 13,275 + 49 
Total wala cose sate 2 283,637 253,579 402,526 382,554 +50 
Pork: 
PTOZEN Sick oe eee 186,535 165,407 277,914 243,119 +47 
Int COOLED, Vewe vena. lerver 16,971 13,754 14,033 14,059 oe 2 
Total voice seieckel eta eh 6 203,506 179,161 291,947 257,178 + 44 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Veal frozen sess iets soe 10,207 7,931 14,369 13,754 + 73 


Lamb and mutton, frozen 21,220 12,739 16,074 14,723 + 16 
Canned meats in cooler: 


HAMS usc oro Cela a 63,616 39,945 64,370 49,528 + 24 
Other meats. ei... n 16,579 12,081 12,647 12,363 +2 
otal, allimeatsi secs) sca! 2 a 598,765 505,436 801,933 730,100 + 44 





SEPTEMBER CROP REPORT 


Several hard frosts in September affected Wisconsin’s 
crops before they were able to mature safely. Frost damage 
was extensive to corn, soybeans, snap beans, and other 
vegetable crops. Crops were particularly susceptible to any 
early frosts this year because of late plantings and below 
normal growing degree days during the crop season. The 
west and northwest were hit by freezing temperatures in 
the first four days of September. This was an unusually 
early date for frost in Wisconsin. Southern and eastern areas 
escaped that frost but they were hit when a hard freeze 
covered the State on the weekend of September 21-22. 

Only about half of the Wisconsin corn crop intended 
for grain was considered safe from frost damage as of Sep- 
tember 20th. Last year 75 percent of the corn for grain was 
mature by that date and in the past ten years the average 
was 60 percent. Soybeans were also very immature at the 
time of the frost. A total of 45 percent of the soybean fields 
had leaves turning yellow as of September 20th compared 
with 65 percent last year and 55 percent for the past ten 
years. Farmers in the west and north were busy chopping 
their frozen corn for silage but southern and eastern farmers 
had been waiting for more maturity and to see how much 
corn would make grain. Silo filling was 20 percent completed 
for the State whereas last year and normally 30 percent was 
finished by September 20th. 

Harvesting of potatoes, tobacco, apples, cranberries, and 
vegetable crops has been active during September. A sizable 
acreage of sweet corn and snap beans was caught by the 
frosts and these crops will fall short of production goals. 


Rainfall in Inches, by Districts, Wisconsin 









Month of August Since April 1 








District _ 
1973 [ 1974 A Normal 1973 | 1974 | Normal 
INGE W te eens 5.6 6.8 4.3 Lor 19.7 18.8 
N.C. 4.9 6.7 4.3 20.8 1907 19.1 
Nas ail 4.7 Soll 20.1 ies 16.6 
WiGoe ares. 5.4 4.3 3.6 23.0 17.4 18.0 
Ge hy Gain oles 3.0 4.8 3s 21.8 19.4 ETS 
By Caen nabs 3-1 2.5 3y1 13.7, 16.7 Use 
SSW abated 3.1 4.8 3.9 22.0 20.2 18.9 
S.C DE} S55 3.6 20.0 PAP 17.3 
SuE 133 3.7 eS) 17:5 19.3 16.5 
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Good yields were being obtained from potatoes, apples, 
tobacco, and cranberries. 


OATS: Yield per Acre 
Wisconsin, 1964-74 




















Wisconsin had a very good small grain crop in 1974. 65 
Wheat, barley, rye, and oats yielded well in contrast to the 
past two seasons. The oats crop was estimated at nearly 87 
million bushels for 1974, an increase of 55 percent from Sof NS = 
1973. Although the harvested acreage of 1,400,000 acres 
was up only 2 percent from last year, the yield of 62 bushels 45 
per acre was considerably above the poor 1973 yield of 41 
bushels. Harvesting of small grains proceeded at a normal Bushels 
pace this summer and most farmers were done by September 35 
1 except in the far north. 1964 I969 1974 
Crop Summary of Wisconsin for September 1, 1974 
Acreage Yield per acre Production 
Crop 1974 1974 1974 
1973 (prelimi- 1973 (prelimi- 1972 1973 (prelimi- 
nary) nary) nary) 
Thousands Thousands 
FIELD CROPS 
Cornsefor grainees wae) see eee 2,143 2,090 2,270 95.0 83.0 86.0 Bu. 203,585 173,470 195,220 
Oatinas vith eae te Seee eae 1,350 1,370 1,400 55.0 41.0 62.0 Bu. 74,250 56,170 86,800 
Barley Foo ars os) haserans ae. 21 20 45.0 37.0 46.0 Bu. 990 tala) 920 
Rent eee 10 9 9 21.0 19.5 23.0 Bu. 210 176 207 
Wheat (all)wiiak. enue one 29 27 79 31.1 33.0 39M Bu. 901 890 2,930 
Winters PRPS thy. le uaps 20 16 56 32.0 35.0 40.0 Bu. 640 560 2,240 
Springs tema ime moe 9 11 23 29.0 30.0 30.0 Bu. 261 330 690 
Soybeans for beans ...... 145 241 225 28.0 25.0 24.0 Bu. 4,060 6,025 5,400 
Potatoes (fall) ......... 45.5 47.0 50.0 253 245 1/ Cwt. 11,530 11,515 1/ 
Mobaccd:(all) ie eee ee 10.8 10.2 10.0 1,731 1,859 1,950 Lb. 18,691 18,963 19,500 
PY PEGA a oss ca tie aeiovn seas 5.0 4.9 5.0 1,685 1,950 2,000 Lb, 8,425 9.555 10,000 
Vy POSS iho, akehte vss es 5.8 S23) 5.0 Let les a/S) 1,900 Lb. 10,266 9,408 9,500 
HAY AND FORAGE 
Lays (all) Se eee 3,920 3,950 3,930 2.60 2.69 2.75 Ton 10,203 10,622 10,803 
Alfalfa and mixture ...... 2,950 2,970 3,000 2.85 2.90 295 Ton 8,408 8,613 8,850 
All other) Sey toe vane a 970 980 930 1.85 2.05 5 Ton 1,795 2,009 1,953 
VEGETABLE CROPS 
Carrots’? reer ean sakes 1.7 1.4 2.0 400 370 = Cwt. 679 $18 — 
Cabbacex2/peuieeada bee 3.8 2.3 2.4 315 280 = Cut. 1,204 644 = 
fettucer2 vate ca eae 9 At 1.0 210 250 = Cwt. 189 275 = 
Mintifor oil '¢ eee a eee 4.5 5.5 8.5 30 31 41 Cwt. 135 173 350 
Onions, commercial. .... . 1S 1.4 125 250 280 285 Cwt. SiS 392 428 
For processing: 
Green lima beans .... . 6.4 7.4 8.2 82 93 1.00 Ton 3/ 5.3 6.9 8.2 
Beasts) ese ane 122.2 123.2 145.7 1.34 99 1.10 Ton 3/ 163.8 122.0 160.3 
Snap beans......... 45.5 55.7 69.0 2.67 2.47 2.20 Ton 121.5 137.6 151.8 
SWECUICONIN = a.0s a- een oe 113.5 132.6 136.4 4.54 3.85 4.10 Ton $15:3 510.5 §59.3 
Cucumber for pickles... . 9.0 10.4 i 4.77 4.91 _ Ton 43.0 fyi! - 
Beets for canning ..... 4.5 6.6 7.8 14.00 9.18 10.40 Ton 63.0 60.6 81.1 
FRUITS, ETC. 
Apples, commercial ..... . - — - = - Lb. 65,000 50,000 65,000 
art cherries. a. 2 eee eels — - — = = Ton 4.6 2.4 fo 1 
Granberries*2a., asseso ra ameonee - - - - -— _ Bbl. 805 756 900 
Strawberries. -as-- take lek 1.4 1.4 1.3 23 27 29 Cwt. 32 38 38 
*Planted acreage. 1/Estimates released on October 10. 2/Summer quarter acreage. 3/Shelled. 
yi 
NATION'S HOG last year. The pig crop of 720,000 for the June-August 


INVENTORY DOWN 


All hogs and pigs in the 14 states where quarterly 
estimates are made totaled 50.2 million head on September 1, 
a decline of 4 percent from a year earlier. Breeding stock 
was down 10 percent and market hogs were 3 percent below 
September 1, 1973. The 10 Corn Belt States had 44.4 million 
hogs and pigs on farms September 1, a decline of 3 percent 
from a year ago and the smallest number for that date since 
1965. 

The September | hog inventory in Wisconsin totaled 
1,520,000 head, up | percent from last year. Although 
breeding stock was down 3 percent, market hogs were greater 
than a year ago. 

Farrowings during the past quarter numbered 98,000 
sows in Wisconsin, a drop o: 3 percent from that quarter 


quarter was 2 percent lower than a year earlier. Litter rates 
averaged 7.35 pigs per litter, a slight increase from the rate 
of 7.25 during the June-August quarter in 1973. 

Hog producers in Wisconsin plan to farrow 90,000 
sows in the September through November period. This would 
be 5 percent fewer than farrowed in that quarter last year. 
Farrowings during December 1974 through February 1975 
are expected to total 74,000 sows, a decline of 1 percent 
from that quarter a year earlier. 

The pig crop in the 14 quarterly states for June through 
August was down 4 percent from a year ago due to fewer 
sows farrowing as the average litter rate showed little change. 
Hog producers in these states plan to reduce farrowings 10 
percent from a year earlier in both the September-November 
and December 1974-February 1975 quarters. 
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Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
June through August, 1973 and 1974, 14 States 


















Sows farrowing Pigs per litter Pig crop 1/ 












State ve 
1973 1974 nae =o 1973 i 1974 1973 | 1974 Change from 

ast year last year 

1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
Georsiatirperc fie woos Sows « 87 80 —- 8 7.10 6.80 618 544 —12 
TUNith GiSM en ee heat) fai sil a ah gies 400 355 -—11 6.70 6.90 2,680 2,450 = '9 
Indianal: Mesesr ste wi eecu ee. autsove 242 220 -—- 9 T29 aly 1,735 157% — 10 
TO Walsenranahhtahatic 5 hv io ka) aye 610 590 —- 3 TiO: 7.00 4,331 4,130 = "8 
Keamsastae awry ere 3 svelte nae o 4 85 90 ae Mh) 7.40 7.30 629 657 + 4 
KCCNTUC KY MEE Jove eels). chtatee 70 63 10 7.40 7.10 518 447 — 14 
IMINTRESOT As ete e auth ok i coin, ots, 6) 210 205 — 2 Tes 7.10 1,523 1,456 —- 4 
INUISSOUL ema eieewrallies is! 3. se) 4) 06. aa 228 220 —- 4 7.19 7.36 1,639 1,619 — 1 
INGbrackastatacge. cid ate sia: es Ants 142 150 se 7.05 6.95 1,001 1,043 + 4 
INosths@arolina Ohara.) sh...) ss 98 102 + 4 7.30 wh Ds: 715 740 ‘tones. 
QT OMe ae meee neato. cis athe 56 112 108 — 4 7.20 7.40 806 799 —- 1 
SOULKEDAKOLAB eis gies, soa ss 80 95 +19 6.95 7.00 556 665 + 20 
WOKS) Wigs PRM M el tele Coates) < 56 48 — 14 7.60 7.00 426 336 — 21 
WISCONSIN ree ena foes sf, 101 98 — 3 wie dy i RS 732 720 == 
WLOtALDUAStatesi teen «ie ses) ose Z,o24 2,424 -— 4 | 7.09 17,929 L783 4 





1/Number of pigs born June through August, that were on hand September 1, or had been sold. 


Sows to Farrow, September through February, 14 States 








September through November 









December through February 1/ 








tate 
° 1973 i: 1974 2/ ehange from 1974 1975 2/ Change from 

last year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgians aa es nten ae os 73 68 — 7 107 91 —15 
LUST Yo Ce Oa On Aaey ay oe 395 335 — 15 330 260 — 21 
Indiana G5 ca mone eee eee 210 195 — 7 220 180 = 18 
LOWS Oto gi 4cucuto na etches 608 540 = 11 505 460 —- 9 
Kansasn ac che: Mem tae 105 100 - § 100 85 —15 
Kentucky ("5:76 2 che ee 65 58 —11 65 60 —- 8 
Minnesota... en. st sete 206 195 — § 180 170 — 6 
Missouri). 3 c.g oeeie, sleuth 256 220 — 14 200 200 Nace 
Nebraskari<s cucdiicc be sae 185 155 — 16 145 135 —- 7 
North (Carolina... <4. 82 82 nic; 110 100 -— 9 
ORIONB Se oie. restos cult as £15 105 — 9 93 86 — 8 
SouthwDakota aye ca) cue 116 LF oe 82 81 = |] 
MEX ASY ciscvews ek ails ees 51 48 — 6 47 43 —- 9 
WISCONSIN: <).c hha ees wre 95 90 —- 5 74 70 -— 5 
Total 14 States. ease 2,562 2,308 = 10 2,258 2,021 —10 


1/December preceding year. 2/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
September 1, 1973 and 1974, 14 States 















For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 

















State 1973 | 1974 Change from 1973 1974 Change from 1973 1974 Change from 

last year last year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgian. sie 287 248 — 14 1,508 1,402 =k 1,795 1,650 — 8 
TING IS ste tos 1,019 832 — 18 6,011 5,768 - 4 7,030 6,600 —- 6 
Indiana’... 2% % 693 660 — 5 4,407 4,240 — 4 5,100 4,900 -—- 4 
1OwWade ss. :48 24 2,007 1,865 - 7 12,643 12,265 — 3 14,650 14,130 — 4 
Kansas cb keel te 265 253 -— 5 1,565 1,557 = 1 1,830 1,810 = 1 
Kentucky 216 185 — 14 1,134 965 —15 1,350 iso —15 
Minnesota 651 550 — 16 3,417 3,350 — 2 4,068 3,900 — 4 
Missouri ae 620 575 —- 7 3,580 3,625 a ee 4,200 4,200 Mercy 
Nebraska .... 448 381 —15 2,642 2,794 16 3,090 Se beast t+? 3 
North Carolina. 324 315 — 3 1,726 L725 — 1 2,050 2,030 —- | 
OTOP are ee 320 298 —- 7 2,000 1,832 — 8 2,320 2.030 —- 8 
South Dakota . 289 287 —- 1 1,776 1,763 — |] 2,065 2,050 —- | 
AWS 4 cae 165 140 —15 935 790 — 16 1,100 930 —15 
Wisconsin 243 236 — 3 1,267 1,284 sto 1,510 1,520 + J 
Total 14 States 43,350 — 3 52,158 SOvt7 5S — 4 






FED STEER but $8.42 below last year when beef prices peaked. Utility 
PRICES UP cows at St. Paul averaged $25.75 a hundredweight during 

Although prices weakened during the last three weeks August, a decline of $1.09 from the previous month. The 
of August, the average for good grade fed steers at the St. August average price for utility cows was well below the 
Paul market increased from July to August. Good grade fed record high of $39.14 a hundredweight in August 1973. 
steers weighing between 900-1100 pounds averaged $41.43 Good grade feeder steers weighing between 600-700 


a hundredweight for August, up 56 cents from a month earlier pounds averaged $31.19 a hundredweight at Kansas City 
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during August. This was 19 cents under July and slightly 
over half of the August 1973 price of $57.56 a hundred- 
weight. 


BARROWS AND GILTS 
SHOW PRICE GAIN 


Barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market averaged $37.74 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
S. St Paul & Kansas Cify 


oe Mo. Averages !972,73,74 





$ per Cwt. 
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a hundredweight in August, a gain of $1.78 from July. This 
was the third consecutive month that prices of barrows and 
gilts increased. However, the August average was $18.86 a 
hundredweight lower than the record price achieved a year 
ago. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
60 S. St. Paul Monthly Averages 1972,73,74 
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